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2  To Know Christ to Make Him Known   

 

 
Wednesday, November 30 at 7:00 pm   

Wednesday, December 7 at 7:00 pm  

Wednesday, December 14 at 7:00 pm - 

         including participation of early childhood students 

  

You are invited to join us for advent dinners  
before worship   

beginning at 5:45 pm;  
see menus on page 15 of newsletter 

 

  

Saturday, December 24 at 3:00, 5:00 and 11:00 pm  
with Holy Communion 

   

  

Sunday, December 25 at 10:00 am  
with Holy Communion 

 

  

Saturday, December 31 at 5:00 pm  
with Holy Communion 

 

  

  Sunday, January 1 at 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 am 
 

Luke 2:10

WEEKLY 

CHURCH  

SERVICES 

SATURDAY EVENING  

5:00 pm 

SUNDAY MORNING 

8:00 am  

9:30 am 

11:00 am 

SUNDAY MORNING 

BIBLE STUDIES 
9:30 am 

SUNDAYZCOOL  

SCHOOL 
(Childrenõs Program)  

9:30 am 



Dear Abiding Savior  

Faith Family, 

ADVENT  ï  
a coming into place, view,  

or being; arrival.  

Thanks dictionary.com!  Some-

thing is coming.  I have seen its 

influence already at my favorite 

hardware stores and in the local 

retail storesô garden centers for 

what seems like well over a 

month now.  Even the hallowed 

Halloweenôs market share 

seems to be more and more 

pushed out by the coming of 

this economic earthquake.  

 Something is coming! 

Itôs not just the retail environ-

ment that feels this Goliathôs 

gravitational pull though.  I 

have already witnessed within 

my own life and within my fam-

ilyôs life a heightened awareness 

of the December schedule, lists 

are being made as we speak, 

trees must be found, cookies 

must be decorated, halls must be 

decked, and ñho-ho-hoôsò will 

be distributed in the mall by a 

red suited man wearing a jolly 

personality ï at least as long as 

the pay and the children in line 

are good.  

 Something is coming! 

And itôs about this time of year 

that the ñnaughty and niceò list 

pries childrenôs personalities to 

be better than usual.  Something 

is coming!  Are you ready?  We 

have already heard the spending 

forecasts, we have already seen 

the catalogues, and we have al-

ready started the event plan-

ning.  Are we ready?  Are you 

ready for ñitò to come?  The 

ñChristmas seasonò ï or generi-

cally speaking ï the ñHoliday 

Seasonò ï is upon us, ready or 

not.  Iôve already mentioned just 

the tip of this massive icebergôs 

incredible influence upon most 

peopleôs lives.  However, what I 

remember most of the Christ-

mas seasonôs influence upon my 

past life is the wake it leaves 

behind after all the jovial chaos.  

Credit card limits breached é 

sanity limits breached.   

Something is coming!   
Are you ready? 

The church, though, is meant to 

offer a different focus.  See, the 

church doesnôt say ñSomething 

is coming,ò but rather, 

ñSOMEONE  is coming.ò  

And although that is just a few 

lettersô difference grammatical-

ly, itôs a world of difference in 

reality.   

Someone is coming promised 

from long ago.   

Someone is coming to ease our 

chaos and grant us a more con-

tented peace.   

Someone is coming that is the 

greatest gift the world has or 

will ever know.  

 Someone is coming and He is 

the Savior.  He is Christ the 

LORD!   

Dear ones, are you ready not just 

for Christmasé but for Christ?  

Are you preparing yourself for 

the incredible fulfillment and 

focus that meet in the babe in 

Bethlehemôs manger? 

 Are you ready for  

SOMEONE to come? 

Let us help.  The season of Ad-

vent in the church is a time to 

prepare our hearts and lives for 

the coming of the Christ ï the 

Savior of the whole world.  And 

His coming is less lip-service 

than real life change.  This Ad-

vent we will be talking about  

The Songs of Advent. Check out 

the Wednesday Advent services 

that will start November 30th at 

7pm and continue on December 

7th and December 14th ï leading 

to the real celebration of the sea-

son - December 24th and 25th ï 

the birth of our blessed Savior.  

These along with personal and 

public ministry opportunities and 

Saturday and Sunday worship 

services will go a long way to 

making sure that you are really 

ready for someone to come.   

Are you ready? 

To God be the glory for His gift 

of grace in the Savior Jesus!   

See you in Advent. 

Serving our Savior  

and His people with you,  

        Pastor Jason                    

 

            JASONJASONJASON   

Our Mission: 
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4 To Know Christ to Make Him Known   

  United By The WordUnited By The Word 
 

In January, 2011, Abiding Savior Lutheran Church began an exciting project to read 
through the Bible in 2 years!  We pray that you and your family put participation in this 
project at the top of your to do list for the year! 

The project is called United By The Word and it provides a structured approach 

to reading the Bible that meets the following goals: 

Provides daily readings that cover the entire Bible in two years. 
Covers the Old Testament once and the Psalms and the New Testament twice in two years. 
Provides a varied program that doesn't require reading the Bible sequentially from front to back. 
Provides two 5 to 10 minute readings per day.  These two readings can be used in several ways by 

both individuals and families. 
Provides opportunities for coordination with a sermon series or a Bible study. 
Provides opportunities for in-depth study using a respected commentary. 
 

The reading schedule is based on one that was developed by a Scottish minister, Robert M'Cheyne.  Alt-
hough Pastor M'Cheyne lived in the early 1800's and for only 30 years, his surviving works continue to 
have a great influence on the Christian church.  He is perhaps best known for his deep concern that Chris-
tians read their Bibles. 
 
The commentary that is available to accompany the 
program is For the Love of God, in two volumes, 
written by D.A.Carson, and available from Crossway 
Books. 
 
Look for weekly reading schedules in the bulletin, 
monthly schedules in the newsletter, and bookmark 
handouts available at church every four weeks.  Tips 
and suggestions for using the reading schedule will 
be along with the bookmark handouts, and look for 
an announcement early next year of internet access 
to the reading schedule and a way for you to share 
your thoughts and comments on the readings with 
other participants. 
 

God bless your  

Bible reading time! 
 

Read Read   

though though   

the Bible the Bible   

in TWO YEARS!in TWO YEARS!  

United By United By   
The WordThe Word  

A two year reading program with daily A two year reading program with daily 

readings that cover the entire Bible in readings that cover the entire Bible in 

two years.two years.  

  

See PAGE 3 for reading schedule.See PAGE 3 for reading schedule.  
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  United By The Word 
A two year reading program with daily readings  
that cover the entire Bible in two years. 

DECEMBER  2011  

New! 

Week Church Calendar Date 

Day of 

Week Old Testament New Testament + Psalms 

   12/1/2011 Thursday 1 Chronicles 29 2 Peter 3 

   12/2/2011 Friday 2 Chronicles 1 1 John 1 

   12/3/2011 Saturday 2 Chronicles 2 1 John 2 

49  12/4/2011 Sunday 2 Chronicles 3-4 1 John 3 

   12/5/2011 Monday 2 Chronicles 5:1-6:11 1 John 4 

   12/6/2011 Tuesday 2 Chronicles 6:12-42 1 John 5 

  Advent Worship 12/7/2011 Wednesday 2 Chronicles 7 2 John 

   12/8/2011 Thursday 2 Chronicles 8 3 John 

   12/9/2011 Friday 2 Chronicles 9 Jude 

   12/10/2011 Saturday 2 Chronicles 10 Revelations 1 

50  12/11/2011 Sunday 2 Chronicles 11-12 Revelations 2 

   12/12/2011 Monday 2 Chronicles 13 Revelations 3 

   12/13/2011 Tuesday 2 Chronicles 14-15 Revelations 4 

  Advent Worship 12/14/2011 Wednesday 2 Chronicles 16 Revelations 5 

   12/15/2011 Thursday 2 Chronicles 17 Revelations 6 

   12/16/2011 Friday 2 Chronicles 18 Revelations 7 

   12/17/2011 Saturday 2 Chronicles 19-20 Revelations 8 

51  12/18/2011 Sunday 2 Chronicles 21 Revelations 9 

   12/19/2011 Monday 2 Chronicles 22-23 Revelations 10 

   12/20/2011 Tuesday 2 Chronicles 24 Revelations 11 

  Advent Worship 12/21/2011 Wednesday 2 Chronicles 25 Revelations 12 

   12/22/2011 Thursday 2 Chronicles 26 Revelations 13 

   12/23/2011 Friday 2 Chronicles 27-28 Revelations 14 

  Christmas Eve 12/24/2011 Saturday 2 Chronicles 29 Revelations 15 

52 Christmas Day 12/25/2011 Sunday 2 Chronicles 30 Revelations 16 

   12/26/2011 Monday 2 Chronicles 31 Revelations 17 

   12/27/2011 Tuesday 2 Chronicles 32 Revelations 18 

   12/28/2011 Wednesday 2 Chronicles 33 Revelations 19 

   12/29/2011 Thursday 2 Chronicles 34 Revelations 20 

   12/30/2011 Friday 2 Chronicles 35 Revelations 21 

   12/31/2011 Saturday 2 Chronicles 36 Revelations 22 
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Member   
Update  

DECEMBER 2011 
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Dolly Mentzel   
Membership Administrator 

ADULT BAPTISM 

Gloria Mahon 

 BAPTISM 

Silas Andrew Hoerth 

Kalob James Adolohson  

Logan K. Range 

 ADULT CONFIRMATION 

Melissa Meade  
(daughter Mya Courtois) 

 PROFESSION OF FAITH 

Sally Mirkay 

 TRANSFERS IN 

Susan Banks from Zion, St. Charles 

Mark & Elizabeth Fexer & children Mark II,  
Trinity & Joshua from St. Johnôs, Arnold 

Dan Kaestner from Resurrection 

David & Myndi McArthur  
from Jefferson Hills 

Jim Metteer from Holy Cross 

David Moen & Children Elijah & Gabrielle  

from Trinity, Wildwood 

Bill & Jennifer Newcomb & son Koltin  
from Our Savior, Fenton 

Linda, Karen & Kurt Otto  
from Reformation 

Misti Shafer  
from Emmanuel, Maui, Hawaii 

DEATH 

Virgil Wilson 

LASER TAG  
JR. Youth, SR. Youth  
and COLLEGE-AGE 

Friday, Jan. 6, 2012    
10:00 PM 

Thru 

Saturday, Jan. 7, 2012   
  6:45 AM 

For more information please see  
page 13 of this newsletter. 

 

For future events please check the  
YOUTH BOARD. 

SHAWN HECKSEL   
Director of Youth and Childrenôs ministry      

  

Merry Christmas  

and Happy New Year! 
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November 6, 2011, we welcomed these new families/individuals into 
our Abiding Savior faith family.  

Ldds ntq Mdvdrs Ldladqrƕ 

Susan Banks  
Transfers from Zion Lu-
theran, St. Charles.  She 
has been attending for 
over 6 months.  Susan 
has worked as a pre-
school teacher and as a 
radiologic technologist.  
She is currently looking 
for employment.   

Sally Mirkay  
Sally likes to shop at 
Schnucks and was look-
ing for a closer church to 
attend.  Sally works as a 
secretary.  In her spare 
time she enjoys spend-
ing time with her two 
grandchildren.   

David Moen    

Pictured above with his children  
Elijah (who is the 4th grade here) 
and Gabrielle ( who is in 1st).  Da-
vid works the night shift for 
Schnuckôs.  He has been visiting 
here on and off because of his chil-
dren attending school here.  In his 
spare time, he enjoys reading and 
watching the kids in their sports. 

Bill & Jennifer Newcomb   
Transfers from Our Savior  
Lutheran Church.  Pictured with 
them is their son, Koltin, who is in 
kindergarten here.  Bill works as a 
laborer for highway construction.  
Jennifer works as a rural carrier for 
the United States Postal Service.  
They are looking forward to growing 
in their faith here.  They enjoy 
sports together and are Rams and  
Cardinal fans. 

Pastor Jason & Kara Hoerth  
Pictured above with Carter and Jack, they moved here in 
late June from PA.  Pastor Jason is our new Associate Pas-
tor.  Carter is in the 7th grade here at Abiding Savior, and 
Jack is in Kindergarten.  In September, they were blessed 
with the birth of their 3rd son, Silas.  Kara is hoping to go 
back to work as a Registered Dietitian sometime in the new 

Linda Otto  
Pictured here with her son Kurt and 
daughter Karen.  She transfers to 
us from Salem.  Linda is an ac-
countant for Special School District.  
In her free time she enjoys camp-
ing, floating, crocheting, cooking, 
and wildlife watching.   

Kurt Otto  
Pictured above with his mom, Lin-
da, and sister Karen.  Kurt is a full 
time student working towards his 
college degree.  He also works as a 
shift manager at Little Caesarôs and 
as a lifeguard at the Lodge. 

Karen Otto  
Pictured above with her mom, Lin-
da, and brother Kurt.  Karen is a 
private swim lesson coordinator 
and outdoor pool manager at the 
Lodge in Des Peres. 



Mark & Beth Fexer  
Pictured with children Mark II, Trinity, and Joshua; trans-
fers to us from St. Johnôs Arnold.  All three children are 
enrolled here this year.  Markôs job as an union electri-
cian keeps him very busy.  Beth is blessed to be home 
with the kids.  The family enjoys soccer, movie nights, 
Nascar races, and just hanging out together.    

Dan Kaestner  
Transfers to us from 
Resurrection.  Dan works 
as a home improvement 
contractor & real estate 
agent.  In his spare time 
he enjoys hunting and 
fishing.  He also volun-
teers for Feed My  
People.   

David & Myndi McArthur  
Transfer to us from Jefferson Hills. 
David handles all the maintenance 
and keeps the day to day opera-
tions at all 3 McArthur bakeries.  
Myndi packs and inspects all cake 
orders.  They have two grown, 
married kids and love spending 
time together, especially at a good 
family meal.   

Misti Shafer  
Moved here this summer 
from Hawaii.  Misti is our 
new 1st grade teacher.  
She has been busy with 
the transition and teach-
ing all our 1st graders.  
Her family is spread 
across the U.S., but she 
enjoys spending time 
with them when she can.   

Jim Metteer & Melissa Meade  
Pictured above with their son  
Mason.  Melissaôs daughter, Mya, is 
in the 1st grade here (not pictured).  
Jim works as a retail manager for 
Save-a-lot.  Melissa works as an 
office manager.  They both stay very 
busy with work and family life.   

Shawn & Jessi Hecksel  
Pictured with their two year, old 
son, Will, above.  The Heckselôs 
moved here in June from MN.  
Shawn has been called to be our 
new Director of Youth & Childrenôs 
Ministry.  Jessi is currently working 
at a daycare as an infant teacher.  
In February they are expecting their 
2nd son, Noah.  After Noah is born, 
Jessi is looking forward to being 
home and doing in-home daycare.     

MEMBERSHIP CLASSES:  

NEW LUTHERAN ñ ADULT INFORMATION CLASS   

Start Dates:  January 11, 2012 and April 18, 2012 

TRANSFERRING OR NEW ñORIENTATION  

 Start dates: January 8, 2012 and April 15, 2012 

FOR  MORE FOR  MORE   

INFORMATION INFORMATION 

PLEASE SEE PLEASE SEE   

PAGE 10 PAGE 10   

OF THISOF THIS  

NEWSLETTER.NEWSLETTER.  
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